
A Message From the President
Happy New Year to my fellow St. Jude’s families and welcome to 
the first edition of our PTG newsletter, The Anchor. We hope this 
periodic newsletter will help you to stay further informed of the 
wonderful things taking place on our school campus throughout 
the year.  

I would like to begin my note by taking stock of our  
accomplishments and the hard work that has been done by all 
of us so far this year. I am proud to say that the past few months 
at St. Jude’s have been very successful and prosperous.  One of 
the things that makes St. Jude’s so special is that we can always 
count on our parents to give generously of our time and talents.  
The tremendous success of our fundraisers prove that you have 
all gone above and beyond to help our school. To date our school 
wide events and fundraisers including the Country Time Faire, 
Golf Tournament, Christmas Tea, Star Wars Party Book, Sharky’s 
Night, Magazine Drive and Pasta Fundraiser have raised more 
than $49,000.  Thank you so much to our event chairs who lead 
the way to ensure this success. 

Now in this new year it’s time to ramp up for our remaining 
fundraisers and to meet our goal as a PTG which is to raise 
$100,000 for this school year.  This money allows us to enhance 
the learning experiences of our children and continued education 
of our faculty, helps to provide up to date technology in the 
classrooms, additional academic and extra curricular activities, 
to keep a beautiful, safe and nurturing campus for our children 
to enjoy as well as many other benefits. Our combined efforts to 
support our remaining PTG fundraisers; The Jaguar Jog-a-thon, 
some amazing Party Books, and our biggest event of the year, 
The Beach Ball will bring us to our goal and we will all have a lot 
of fun working together along the way! Please continue to lend 
your amazing support to these events. Thank you for all that you 
do and for your continued commitment to our school. 

Many blessings,

Denise Vona
PTG President 

It’s Basketball Season for the Jaguars!!

Alright now Jaguar fans- its time to come  
out and show your school spirit at our  
upcoming home basketball games! We have  
some talented athletes representing  
SJS and competing against other  
local Catholic School teams.  

Boys A Team plays at home  
on January 22 at 3:30pm.   
The Boys B Team plays at home  
January 25th, February 4th,  
and 17th at 3:30 pm.  Our Girls  
B Team plays at home January 20th, 26th, and February 9th 
at 3:30pm.  Be there and help our cheerleading team cheer our 
teams on to victory!

From your Auction Chairs:  
 And now for you gals and guys
 A few words to the wise
 If you wanna help The Beach Ball
 to be a fun event for all
 Don’t be a square 
 And make sure that you’re there. 

Save the Date for this year’s St. Jude School Annual Benefit Auction 
The Beach Ball to be held on April 9, 2016.  More deets to come.

If you’d like to help make this an amazing event and get some 
fundraising hours as well, please come to our volunteer meeting/
workshop on January 20th at 6:30 pm in the St. Jude Parish Hall.    
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Upcoming PTG Sponsored Events

Auction Volunteer Workshop - January 20th 
Life Skills Party Book - January 21st  
Dad’s Poker Night - January 30th
Open House - January 31st
CPK Restaurant Night for Parent Appreciation- February 4th

 
Valentine’s Day Family Dance - February 12th
Jaguar Jog-a-thon - February 19
Kid’s Party Book - February 27th
The Beach Ball - April 9th 
Havana Nights Party Book - May 14th



Stay Anchored
Jesus is the reason for THIS season, too. While packing up the 
last of the Christmas decorations after a whirlwind season of 
holiday parties, family gatherings and the wonderful bustle of 
another December, I came across a card my son made for us at 
school.  “Keep the Christ in Christmas,” it read, in big, bold red 
letters. This beautiful handmade card is not just a keepsake made 
to cherish by little hands. It is a genuine reminder of our privilege 
to be part of a school community that not only allows Christ in 
at Christmas, but all year long. 

As we begin a new year with Catholic Schools month, we should 
reflect on what it means to be a Catholic school community.  In 
an area teeming with some of the best public schools in the United 
States, why do we choose a Catholic education? For our family, 
the answer is simple.  We want to educate our WHOLE child – 
mind, body and spirit.  Only a Catholic school can do this.   
We want the values we teach at home to be reinforced at school.   

We want our children to consider others’ feelings when making  
decisions. We want their souls nourished by Grace, Eucharist 
and prayer. We want them to approach others as Jesus taught us 
to do – with love, compassion, understanding and tolerance. We 
want to give them the tools to succeed, not just as good students, 
but as good people. Catholic school is the compass that guides 
our children down the right path - today, tomorrow, and for the 
rest of their lives.

Thank you for sharing this remarkable journey with your families. 
Together, we’re not just raising  children, but future adults who 
will hopefully make a positive impact on our tumultuous world. 
By keeping the “Christ” in our school, we’re preparing our  
children to live as he did, and hopefully, making life a little better 
for humankind.

Jeannine O’Malley, 3rd Grade Mom 

Christian Service Committee  
Accomplishments
The Christian Service ministry of our St Jude community has 
already accomplished a great deal this year.  In fact, before the 
school year began, our students, along with parent volunteers, 
provided lunch and served dinner to the hungry here in  
Thousand Oaks.  Between August and December, our sixth, 
seventh and eighth grade students have served approximately 
200 lunches and dinners. And in December, breakfast foods were 
provided as well.  Our junior high students are eager and cheerful 
disciples, brightening the spirits and those they serve.

In conjunction with Heal the Bay, our Kindergarteners picked up 
trash along our coast.  Our first graders collected much needed 
school supplies which were given to our sister school Holy Spirit 
School in Los Angeles. Working with our  
parish, the fourth graders collected coats 
which were distributed among many Catholic 
charities.  Again with our parish, the first 
graders collected costumes and candy.  The 
candy was used as packing material in boxes 
of needed supplies sent to our troops collected  
by the fifth graders.  Finally, during this 
holiday season, our third graders visited Mary 
Health of the Sick sharing joy and song.

We love to remember those who are lonely, 
ill or somehow in need with letters written by 
our fourth graders.  If you know of anyone 
who would delight in this thoughtful gesture, 
please contact the Christian Service co-leads 
(Anita Levine, Catherine Berriz).

Student Council Happenings
 
So far this year Student Council has been successful in whatever 
we put our minds to.  We have hosted a great Fall Pep Rally and 
are preparing for our upcoming Winter Pep Rally on January 
15th.  Our commissioners have done a wonderful job making 
posters and flyers for events and keeping the students updated 
over the announcements. They also deal with everyday tasks 
such as putting up and taking down the flags and moving gates.  
Our Student Cart has even made a couple appearances this year 
and has been a very big success.  Students can purchase various 
fun and useful items on designated Fridays throughout the year.  
Student Council is also continuing the Fun Facts Box where  
students submit interesting facts that will be read during morning 
announcements. We have also hosted the Annual Pumpkin  

Decorating Contest and received many 
amazing entries.  Student Council is currently 
coming up with and putting together lots of 
fun, new activities that we hope will excite 
the student body.  Keep an eye out for our 
upcoming events including, Valentine Grams 
and guided tours at Open House.

Quinn Fitzgerald, President


